2.2 Simplifying Radicals

Aradical is an expression that involves a square root, cube root, etc. Not all numbers come out with a perfect ‘
root, but when we break down aradical, you may find that there are some numbers that can simplify out of ﬁ

the radical.

1) Simplify each radical.
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if you encounter radicals with variables, you will still break it down like normal; however, the variables that
come out of the radical may need absolute value signs around them.,

*en you are asked to find a root, you are being asked for the principal root, meaning the positive outcome

" the square root. Because the variable might be negative, we need absolute value signs to assure that we are
answering with the positive root.
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